Objectives: To outline the spectrum of vertigo, to elaborate the significance of vascular causes of vertigo, to advocate use of MRI / MRA of carotid artery and vetebrobasilar arterial system in patients with isolated or syndromic vertigo especially when one or more risk factors for a cerebrovascular accident are present. Study design: Prospective study (2009)(2010)(2011). Results: 91 patients who preened with vertigo were prospectively studied. BPPV, Meniere's disease and vestibular neuritis comprised about 60% of patients. Posterior circulation syndrome and vertebrobasilar insufficiency was strongly suspected in 13 patients (14.3%). Compression of 8 th nerve and cerebellar vermis were documented to be the cause of vertigo in 7 patients (7.7%), cervical vertigo was seen in 6(6.6%) patients. 4 patients (4.4%) had vertigo as a manifestation of complicated CSOM. 3 (3.3%) patients had metabolic vascular syndrome out of which one patient died of stroke about 6 months after his presentation as recurrent episodic vertigo. No diagnosis could be made in 3 patients. Conclusion:A detailed history should be obtained and an elaborate vestibular and neuro-otologic examination done in a patient of vertigo. A diagnosis can be reached in more than 90% of patients. Peripheral vertigo is more common that central vertigo with BPPV, meniere's disease and acute vestibular neuritis accounting for more than 60% of all cases of vertigo. Vascular causes form a significant group of vertigo patients. Vertigo especially recurrent and syndromic with 1 or more risk factors should not be overlooked and should be regarded a precursor of a future stroke. Patients of vertigo with vascular risk factors like age (elderly), hypertension, smoking, diabetes mellitus, hyperlipidemia and cardiac disease should be evaluated for vertebrobasilar insufficiency by specific investigations like MRI brain, MRA carotids and vertebrobasilar arteries, Doppler USG and risk factors for vascular disease modified by drugs (hypolipidemic, antihypertensive, aspirin) and behavioural changes. Abnormal vessel loops can compress VIII nerve and cause vertigo. These can be reliably diagnosed by MRA. Vertigo can be caused in patients with cervical spondylosis especially in previously diseased vessels (due to atherosclerosis, vasculitis) which get easily compressed by cervical osteophytes.
Introduction
The overwhelming vertigo, the awful sickness and the turbulent eye movements all enhanced by slightest movements of the head, combine to form a picture of helpless misery that has few parallels in the whole field of injury and disease. Vertigo still remains less understood entity and still puzzles many clinicians. Definition: Vertigo is the illusion of movement of the body or the environment. Vertigo is defined by the new oxford dictionary of English "as a sensation of whirling and loss of balance, associated particularly with looking down from a great height, or caused by disease affecting the inner ear or the vestibular nerve; giddiness." Patients, therefore, also use the term vertigo, giddiness and dizziness interchangably and differentiation between these words has become somewhat blurred.
The American Academy of Otolaryngology and Head & Neck Surgery Committee on hearing and equilibrium guidelines define vertigo as 'the sensation of motion when no motion is occurring relative to the earth's gravity' in contrast to motion intolerance which is a feeling of disequilibrium, spatial disorientation or malaise during active or passive movement 1 . Problem Statement: Vertigo is a common symptom especially in the elderly. By the age of 65, one third of population has suffered symptoms of imbalance and in the community one in five of the adult population have suffered such symptoms with 30% of 
OBSERVTAION AND RESULTS:
In this study 91 vertigo patients were studied prospectively and 92 stroke patients were studied retrospectively. Prospective Study In the prospective study, 91 vertigo patients were evaluated and a provisional diagnosis of the underlying cause of vertigo made based on history, examination and different biochemical and radiological investigations. The relevant data is summarized and tabled as under:
The above 
